
PASTORôS 
MESSAGE 

2 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 3 

SENIOR 
FELLOWSHIP 

3 

YOUTH PAGE 4 

KIDDIE KORNER 5 

OUR CHURCH 
FAMILY 

6 

CHURCH 
CALENDAR 

12 

WAYS TO SERVE 13 

NEWSLINE 
DIGEST 

14 

MAY 
2018 SPRING CREEK CHURCH  

OF THE BRETHREN 

INSIDE THIS 

ISSUE: 

C R E E K  C O N N E C T I O N 

 

S P R I N G  S P R U C E  U P ! 
Calling All Gardeners, Yard Workers, Helpers 

 

Trustees need help for Spring Creek 

SPRING SPRUCE UP  

on Saturday, May 19,  

8 AM ï 12 PM. 
 

Sign up with Chet Rose, 717-644-1796, 

chester.rose@comcast.net  

or mailbox C-69.  We have tools, 

wheelbarrows and 17 scoops of mulch.   

Happy  
MotherÞs  Day! 

May 13 

THE ROCC REPORT 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDERS FOR JUNE 10 

 

S pring is FINALLY here and ROCC is looking forward to  

hosting the Church Picnic, Sunday, June 10th, at 4 PM  

at Spring Creek Church.  Look for a sign-up sheet in the  

Gathering Area and invite a friend or two!  ROCC will  

provide ice cream sundaes with all the ñfixinôsò and  

drinks.  Please sign up for a hot or cold dish and  

remember your place settings.  We look forward to  

seeing you and your friends there! 

 
KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR MAILBOX 

 

I  n June you will find a Talent Inventory for Love INC in your church mailbox.  Look for more details to come!  If you have any questions about 

Love INC, their mission, or would like to volunteer, please 

feel free to reach out to our church ministry coordinator 

Phyllis Ingold, or board members Dave Shissler and Leah 

Jennings.  They will be happy to answer your questions.  
 

ðfrom The Reaching our Community Committee (ROCC) 

mailto:chester.rose@comcast.net
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ADAM 

The Kingdom of Heaven is likeé a Garden 

 

I  tôs no wonder Jesus uses gardening analogies so frequently in describing the Kingdom of Heaven.  After all, Creation began in a garden (Genesis 2:8-9) and Resurrection happened in a Garden (John 19:41, 

also see John 20:15 where Jesus is mistaken for a gardener).  God really seems to have an affinity for 

gardens.  Even in the middle of the New Jerusalem a river flows and a tree is planted for the healing of the 

nations (Revelation 22:1-5). 

 

Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God in terms of different kinds of soil and how well seeds planted grow in 

certain kinds of soil (Matthew 13:1-23).  Heôs pointing out that different people receive the message of the 

Kingdom with varying degrees of receptivity.  Then Jesus compares the Kingdom to a mustard seed 

(Matthew 13:31-33).  It begins as a tiny seed and grows into a great plant, taking over the garden.  Itôs 

interesting how even small seeds planted into good soil grow and produce great harvests.  In Johnôs gospel 

(15:1-8) Jesus compares his followers to a vine needing pruning.  Itôs often counterintuitive, that cutting off 

part of a branch can be good for the plant and produce a greater harvest than if the vine were left 

unpruned.   

 

And then there are weeds.  No gardening would be complete without a little weeding.  And yet Jesusô 

method for weeds is an interesting lesson for our spiritual lives (see Matthew 13:24-30).  He doesnôt 

actually leave the weeding up to us.  Rather, the weeds grow alongside the crops. 

 

I hope youôll join us as we dig into some of these passages about gardening and the Kingdom during the 

month of May.  But I also invite you to get outside, to plant something, get some soil under your fingernails, 

walk through a garden and take in the beauty of the Master Gardener. 

 

As we tend to the work God has given us; as we prepare our lives, plant Kingdom seeds, allow our lives to 

pruned and live amongst weeds, may we be cultivating a greater understanding and sense of the Kingdom 

of Heaven.   

 

Blessings, Pastor Adam 



Senior Fellowship 
Activities 

C ome join us on Thursday, 
May 10th as we tour the 

Museum of Biblical Archaeology 
at the Evangelical Seminary in 
Myerstown.  The tour is 
scheduled for 3:00 PM and will 
last about two hours.  Following 
the tour, we will dine at the 
Country Fare Restaurant (on 
your own).  The restaurant is 
around the corner from the 
museum.  Cost of the tour is $7 
per person payable the day of 
the event.  Those wishing to 
carpool should meet at the 
church at 1:45 PM.  Contact  
Lee or Bonnie Swinsburg. 
 

There are currently no senior 
activities scheduled for June. 
 
 

 

Due to lack of interest, the 
August senior event, 
ñNunsenseò at the Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse in New Jersey, 
has been canceled.  If anyone 
has an idea to replace this 
activity, please let us know. 

                  

MAY SERMONS 

& SCRIPTURES 
 

Sermon Series:  
 

In the Garden 
   
 

May 6 
Soil Preparation 
Matthew 13:1-23  
 

May 13 
Planting Seeds 
Matthew 13:31-33 
 

May 20 
Vines & Branches 
John 15:1-8 
 

May 27 
Weeds, Matthew  
13:24-30, 36-43 

The Carpenters are studying Ten Reasons to Love Leviticus, a 

Covenant Bible Study authored by Robert Neff and Frank Ramirez 

through May 6.  Beginning May 13 they will study a Covenant Bible 

Study 1 & 2 Peter and Jude authored by Galen Hackman. (Rm. 402) 
 

The Discoverers are studying Prayer: Does It Make a Difference by 

Phillip Yancey. (Rm. 406) 
 

The Elective Class is studying Boundaries: When To Say Yes, How 

to Say No to Take Control of Your Life. (Rm. 100) 

 

The Seekers are studying the International Sunday School lesson 

Acknowledging God. (Rm. 200)  

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

P rayer requests may be directed to Gloria 

Warner at 717-534-2485 

or gwwret@yahoo.com.   

If you want to be added  

to the list to receive the 

emailed prayer requests, 

please contact Gloria. 
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T he ANE District Office has begun a district-wide prayer 
ministry so churches can pray for 
each other on a rotating weekly 
basis.  A special prayer calendar 
has been made for each church.  
The calendar is available through 
our emailed announcements and is 
posted on bulletin boards at church. 
   
Each week, Spring Creek is assigned a church to pray for and another 
church is assigned to pray for us.  For the month of May, here are our 
sister churches to lift in prayer and those praying for us: 
 

Pray for their pastor(s), 
church leaders, and 
outreach and service 
ministries.  Pray for  
unity and love within the 
churchôs membership.   
 

Click HERE for letter 
from Pete Kontra. 
 

Click HERE for a full 
Prayer Calendar. 

 Pray for  
this church:                                   

Praying for  
Spring Creek: 

Schuykill  
(Pine Grove, PA)      

Lampeter  
(Lampeter, PA) 

May 6 

New Beginnings 
(Manheim, PA)   

Ambler  
(Ambler, PA) 

May 13  

Amwell  
(Stockton, NJ)        

Heidelberg 
(Newmanstown, PA) 

May 20  

East Fairview 
(Manheim, PA)   

Mt. Zion Road 
(Lebanon, PA) 

May 27  

mailto:gwwret@yahoo.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/0524495d501/8ff54520-2e91-452f-98dd-3092cb5762a3.pdf
http://ane-cob.com/?attachment_id=11477


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on May 20 for  
Graduate Recognition Sunday.  
We will honor our five graduates 
at both the 8:30 and 11:00 AM 
worship services.  Please take a 
moment to congratulate Ali 
Blizzard, Cameron Brown, 

Adeline Gesford, Kourtney Field 
and Wyatt Howe. 

YOUTH PAGE 
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...Micah and Mack Sheppard  
as Mack earned his  

grand championship in the  
confirmation show ring in April! 

...Luke Sheppard for being 
inducted in the National 
Honor Society at  

Hershey High School! 

...Braetan Peters who placed  

1st in her age group at the  

5th Annual Bunny Run in March. 

She was the 2nd female overall  

to finish! 

é.Nathaniel Houck whoôs 
basketball team came in 2nd  
at the Conestoga Christian 
School Tournament!  He  

attends Lancaster Mennonite -  
Hershey Campus. 

...Kourtney Field who 
recently accepted a spot  
at Lebanon Valley College 

for the fall! 
 

More high school graduate 
info coming in June! 

HATS   

   OFF 

      TO...  

Sr. High  
Lunch Out  
is Sunday,  
May 20.   
We will be   
   going to 
Khana, an 
Indian 

restaurant in 
Hershey. 

The Annual 
Sheppard Youth 
Group Picnic is 
Sunday, May 27,  
4 - 7 PM.  Be  

ready for volleyball 
and trampoline  
fun, food and 

fellowship.  RSVP to 
Michelle Sheppard. 

YOUTH, come  
help with the 
Annual Church 
Work Day  
on Saturday,  
May 19,  

8 AM ï 12 PM.   
Put your workcamp 
experience to  
good use! 



 
  

 

THE KIDDIE KORNER 

   Movie Night! 
 

            Movie Night is May 25.  This will be  

our last movie until the fall.  The movie starts  

at 7 PM.  We will have tons of popcorn  

and children can wear their jammies.   

Hope to see you at the movies!  

 

C R E E K  C O N N E C T I O N Page 5 

 ðMissy Blizzard 

Preschool Teacher Needed for the Fall 
 

We will be having children 

moving upstairs from the 

Toddler room in the fall.  We 

will restart the Preschool room 

and will need a few teachers 

and helpers.  It is best for the 

children if volunteers are able 

to commit to a certain week each month (ex.  

teach the 1st Sunday).  All volunteers need 

clearances.  If you are willing to help out, please 

contact me.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

  

 

                 is July 16 - 20.  Our theme 

this year is Happy Campers.  Our verse 

for the week is ñHe who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesusò ðPhilippians 1:6.  We will have a 

camping theme complete with sômores, camp songs, 

and even the lesson in a camper!  Keep your eyes 

open for awesome opportunities to volunteer! 

Childrenôs Day is Sunday, June 3rd.   
 

We have a fun morning planned!  Please  

bring your Bible to church, and remember 

your reading glasses, if you need them!       

We canôt wait!  We would also like to borrow  

card tables for that morning.  Please put the 

tables in Missyôs office!  Thanks!  
 

Also on June 3rd, we  

will have our annual 

Swimming & Picnic 

Party at Missy's house 

following Childrenôs 

Day.  It will be a 

covered dish and 

everyone is invited! 

Wednesday Night Alive  

was so much fun this year!  We went  

caroling in December, had an Easter  

egg hunt in April and ended our time with a trip 

to the Lazer Factory.  Thank you to all of the 

volunteers who helped with teaching, crafts, 

and free time.  Also a big shout out of thanks  

to Miss Brenda for planning all of the crafts  

this year!!  

 

VBS   

                                   are needed for Kidôs  

Zone.  Donôt forget that the kids still need  

you!!       If you are able to help, please go to: 

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aaeab2ba75-kids4. 

Thanks a bunch!!   

 

Volunteers  

                                         is June 18 - 22 for 

ages 6 years old to finished 6th grade.  Our 

theme this year is Team Spirit.  We will have 

six sports this year:  basketball, volleyball, 

wiffle ball, flag football, cheerleading and 

cooking.  Tell your friends, bring your 

neighbors, and be ready for a great week! 

We need a leader and helpers for each sport.   

One adult is needed for each sport but can be the 

helper or the leader.  Youth are highly encouraged 

to lead or help out!!  Please see Missy or sign up 

on the bulletin boards across from the elevators.  

Also, a donation board will be up this month.  

Thank you in advance for all of the donations. 

 

Sports Camp  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aaeab2ba75-kids4

